
 

Orange Black 
Everything you need to know to be in the loop! 

MHS to Begin BYOP Program  
By Noah Carte 
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     Starting Monday April 10th, students at 
MHS will be allowed to bring their pets to 
school every Monday for emotional 
support. The initiative is called BYOP 
(Bring Your Own Pet) and was started by 
Ms. Ralph hoping to help students’ test 
scores and grades improve, “We hope that 
students bringing in their animals will make 
them more comfortable and eager to learn,” 
says Ms. Ralph. 

     Students will be able to bring any 
animal says Ms. Ralph, “Dogs, cats, fish, 
snakes; any animal that people can legally 
have as a pet will be allowed in the school.” 
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In order to keep the school clean; dog doors, 
litter boxes, and other things are being 
installed around the school. The pets are 
expected to sit in class with the students and 
remain calm; however, Ms. Ralph tells 
teachers and other students to, “Expect a few 
barks and other noises here and there.” 

     Due to the limited space in classrooms and 
hallways, students are only allowed to bring 
one pet. The cafeteria will be providing lunch 
to the pets for a low addition to students’ 
lunch bills. “Maybe if the program goes well, 
next year students will be able to bring their 
pets every day,” Ms. Ralph says. 
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Have you noticed the brilliant wall of colors near the 
cafeteria?  Well, MHS is about to be all of those colors!  
The colors were chosen during an online poll taken in 
December.  Students and staff chose the rainbow walls for 
the entire school. Mr. Sherman is very excited about the 
color change. He said, “The walls will bring a more 
uplifting spirit to MHS.” The work on the walls is set to 
begin in mid-April.  No other school in the state will have 
walls as vibrant as ours.  Psychologists say that brighter 
walls will make students want to come to school more and 
work harder. There was mention of painting the school 
orange and black but it was decided that school colors are 
too trendy; rainbow is the way to go! 

New Color Scheme for All Walls  
By Cameron Awkard 
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In a crazy turn of events, 
our very own Varsity 
Baseball Coach, Josh 
Matheny has been called up 
to the big leagues. Recently 
some scouts for the 
Pittsburgh Pirates stopped 
by to check out some of our 
talented high school players 
in hopes of recruiting some 
of them one day.  Instead, 
the scouts were 
immediately taken aback 
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by the power and 
accuracy of Coach 
Matheny’s arm as he was 
warming up players on the 
sideline. Matheny said, 
“This is a dream come 
true. I have always wanted 
to play for the Pittsburgh 
Pirates!” 

Coach Matheny will be 
leaving at the end of this 
year to join the Pirates for 
summer camp. 

Coach Matheny Leaving MHS to 
Play for Pittsburgh Pirates By R. Foreman 
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Since there are so many unpaid 
lunch bills, Martinsburg High School’s prom 
will be cancelled. According to 
MHS principal Trent Sherman the amount of 
unpaid lunch bills has tripled over the past 2 
years. "I am cracking down. Let this be an 
example for all you lower classmen to pay your 
lunch bill," Mr. Sherman added. MHS 
librarian and prom organizer 
Susan Lemmons states "I'm just really upset 
because students look forward to prom and I 
had so many ideas to add on, but I guess I'll just 
wait until next year or whenever students start 
taking responsibility and paying their lunch 
bills." It's really a shame because prom was 
going to be a night under the stars. For the first 
time ever prom was going to be outside. If you 
know you have a lunch bill that needs to be 
paid make sure you pay it because there is 
a chance that fall Homecoming will be 
cancelled as well.   

Principal Sherman Cancels Prom 
By Katiaya Napper 

Goodbye 
Night 

Under the 
Stars… 

Unpaid lunch bills have 
gotten out of hand. 



 

 

Martinsburg Love Birds to Tie Knot 
at MHS By Jared Foreman 

s 

Sed et tellus at quam sagittis pharetra. Donec faucibus sagittis justo. 

     As many of may know... or perhaps not, there is a new 
couple at MHS. However, you probably won't catch these 
young lovers showing any PDA in the halls between classes. 
That's because they are in different parts of the school 
teaching. That’s right; Mr. Burkhart and his fiance Ms. 
LaMantia have come together thanks to MHS. It almost 
seems that the school played matchmaker to bring the two 

together and they have no problem with that being so. In fact, they both LOVE 
the school. I mean they are teachers..... Except the pair has hinted at a very 
interesting way they plan to express their love for the school and each other.  

    According to Mr. Burkhart the pair is having plans worked out to have their 
wedding right here in MHS. Yes, you read that right. Due to the fact that they 
are both loyal MHS employees that met here they figured what better place to tie 
the knot. Once I heard this I couldn’t help but try to retrieve all the details of this 
wedding from Mr. Burkhart. So far I have learned that the couple plans to stand 
on the M on the 50-yard line to say their vows. To add to the MHS theme 
nobody other than Mr. Sherman himself will be marrying the two, since he 
doesn’t get to perform his minister duties too often, all while he wears his classic 
orange suit. Ms. Lamantia has also looked into some of the organizing as well 
such as how a slideshow of the couple will be promptly displayed on the new 
sign in front of the school as well as on the video scoreboard on the field. 
Lamantia has asked the MHS Marching Band to provide the music. Finally, the 
wedding will also include a four course meal prepared in the school cafeteria by 
our school cooks who were more than willing to help out with the first ever 
MHS wedding. 



 

 

Get Ready for New Graduation 
Entertainment  By Bryant Dozier 

ATTENTION SENOIRS: Are you TURNT for this year’s graduation? 
You might be thinking this year’s graduation is just going to be like any 
“NORMAL” graduation, you know just you wearing a cap and gown waiting on 
your name to be called, your parents taking pictures of you, and just listening to 
the same old boring graduation music. NAHH cause Trent Sherman isn’t about 
to let that go down. He sat me down in his crib just a little bit ago and his words 
were....’’Nahh Son I ain’t gonna let this graduation be WHACK let’s just say I’m 
gonna be given my students a ‘Night to Remember.’” According to him, he and 
the crew here at MHS will be performing live at the school’s graduation. You 
might be like…”WORD it’s still gonna be jank, we don’t want to hear no 
Country Roads”. 

 Well let me tell you what’s really about to go down though, Trent “Busta 
Rhyme” Sherman will be performing rap at the school’s graduation as well as  
other faculty members here at MHS. They will be performing songs such as 
“Hotline Bling” ,“Broccoli”, and “No Role Modelz.”Also to all you ‘’Old” rap 
listeners, they will be performing “Dear Mama”,”Nuthin’ But A G Thang” and 
Trent “Spiting Saliva” Sherman will be doing his own thing cause he will also be 
preforming “Big Poppa” by Biggie Smalls. According to him he said “ Yea player 
you know rapping has always been a passion of mine, it’s like second nature, and 
ever sense I was a youngin’ living on the streets hustling it’s always been my past 
time but I had to stop cause like my momma told me education is everything so 
that’s when I became a principal, but now I really want people to know who I 
really am cause not only is this dedicated to my mom but it is a big shout out to 
Liitle Ricky (Rest in Peace little homie )”. So come down and support the 
graduates here at MHS and also come out and witness the debut of the next 
rapper “The Notorious T.R.E.N.T”, for a night to remember. 



 

 

Students No Longer Allowed to Park 
on School Property By Josh Barnes 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Most	  of	  Martinsburg’s	  student	  body	  has	  been	  to,	  or	  at	  least	  
heard	  of	  Roma’s	  Pizzeria.	  It	  is	  quite	  the	  popular	  hangout	  spot	  as	  

kids	  go	  there	  to	  meet	  up	  after	  school,	  practice,	  and	  sometimes	  even	  during	  
their	  lunch. 
     Over	  the	  last	  few	  years	  Roma’s	  has	  become	  popular	  and	  they	  have	  finally	  
decided	  that	  they	  need	  a	  bigger	  building	  to	  handle	  the	  larger	  crowds	  better	  and	  
give	  the	  customers	  a	  better,	  comfier	  experience.	  With	  them	  wanting	  to	  stay	  in	  
the	  same	  location,	  they	  have	  bought	  the	  student	  parking	  lot	  from	  Martinsburg	  
High	  School	  and	  will	  begin	  construction	  of	  their	  new	  building	  as	  soon	  as	  
possible.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  The	  date	  they	  plan	  on	  starting	  is	  April	  1,	  and	  students	  will	  not	  be	  able	  to	  
park	  there	  starting	  immediately	  so	  they	  can	  clean	  out	  the	  lot.	  According	  to	  
Principal	  Sherman,	  “Students	  will	  have	  to	  find	  other	  places	  to	  park	  at,	  or	  they	  
will	  have	  to	  just	  settle	  for	  riding	  the	  bus.	  One	  area	  could	  be	  right	  beside	  the	  old	  
weight	  room,	  but	  you	  absolutely	  cannot	  park	  on	  the	  side	  of	  the	  road	  or	  blocking	  
driveways”.	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  Once	  the	  new	  building	  is	  completed,	  the	  students	  will	  not	  be	  allowed	  to	  
park	  in	  Roma’s	  parking	  lot,	  as	  it	  could	  be	  taking	  away	  from	  their	  business.	  “If	  we	  
catch	  students	  parking	  in	  their	  area	  we	  will	  discipline	  them	  in	  some	  sort	  of	  
fashion,”	  per	  Principal	  Sherman. 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  As	  for	  the	  original	  spot	  for	  Roma’s,	  it	  will	  be	  put	  up	  for	  sale	  for	  another	  
business	  to	  eventually	  purchase.	  With	  this	  move	  occurring,	  could	  students	  stop	  
going	  to	  Roma’s	  in	  a	  form	  of	  protesting	  or	  will	  it	  not	  affect	  the	  relationship	  
between	  the	  students	  and	  the	  beloved	  Pizzeria? 



 

 

 

 

Resource Officer Charged at Little 
League Game By Mariah Ortiz 

Martinsburg High School resource officer, Shane Everhart, was 
arrested March 25, 2017 at his son’s little league baseball game.  

Around 1pm on Saturday March 25, as the 3rd inning was underway, Everhart’s son, 
Keegan, went up to bat. The ball cracked against the bat and he took off. He cleared 
first base, then second based, then third base, and the crowd jumped to their feet 
cheering as this seemed like a homerun. Keegan slid into the home plate and 
Everhart was ecstatic. Suddenly, the umpire shouted, “Out!” 

“What?! Are you kidding me?” yelled Everhart. He ran down the bleachers and onto 
the field. He went to the umpire and said “Hey! He was safe!” The other parents 
cheered him on, but the umpire remained firm in his decision. He warned Everhart 
that he better calm down and go sit back down so the game could continue, but 
Everhart was too irate. He could not control himself any longer. Everhart grabbed 
the chili cheese dog he was about to eat for lunch, topped with chili, cheese, 
ketchup, mustard, and relish, and he launched it at the umpire. With hog dog 
smeared all over his chest, the umpire said, 

“I’m calling the police!” Deputies responded, questioned both parties, and after a 
few minutes placed Everhart in handcuffs.  

“This is ridiculous! What are you even charging me with?!” The officers threw 
Everhart in the back of his own cruiser and said “Shane, you’re being charged with a 
‘misdewiener’.” 

 



 

 

 

Happy April Fools Day! 

The Staff that put this paper together… 
Advisor: Ms. Foreman 
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Cameron Awkard  Josh Barnes  Noah Carte  Bryant Dozier 

Jared Foreman  Skyler Mann  Hunter Martin Katiaya Napper  

Mariah Ortiz 
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     April Fools’ Day, sometimes called All Fools' 
Day, is one of the most light-hearted days of 
the year. Its origins are uncertain. Some see it 
as a celebration related to the turn of the 
seasons, while others believe it stems from the 
adoption of a new calendar. 


